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From the INSPECT OR. Ne. i
THOUGHTS on DEATH.

Tke Soul's dark Cottage, batter'd and dl(ﬂ)'d; |
Lets in nesw Light thro’ Cracks that Time has made.
’ CowLsy.

HE Condition of Human Nature is,
in many Things, better than it ap-
pears. We complain that our Plea-
fures affe& us more in the Porfuit and
ExpeQation, than under the Enjoy-
ment: The Cafe is the fame in our Sufferings ;
and what we are Lofers on the one Hand we
gain on the other. The Difpenfation is equal :
It is from our partial or our interefted Views that
it fometimes appears {cvere, R

The Charms of Love and of Ambition fwell jn
the Profpe&t to the overwhelming every Confide-
ration: But we complain under the moft pesfect
Ecjoyment of them ; on the one Part, that we
have loft the trarquil Pleafures which attend Re.
tirement ; and on the other that Nature has not
made the Means of that Adoration eternal which
finds the Obje€t continued. A

What the Conftitution of our Minds denies in
thefe Sceres of Tranfport, it repays in thofe of
Sorrow. Many a Misfortune terrifies in the Ap
proach, which, when fallen upon us, we find it
ro Difficulty to bear. The Alarm of Deatb, fear-
ful as it is beyond all other human Confiderations,
often owes that Terror to Hurry of the Onfet.
What fhocks “our Natures in the firlt Affault, be-
ccmes lefs formidab'e as we view it nearer; be-
cemes faniliar as we employ our Thoughts more
frequently upon it; to a Man, not trembling at
the Account he is to make, itbecomes eligible.
He fees it in the Light of an Incident that muft
bappen fome Time ; that may happen at any Time;
from which e is not a Moment fecure. He looks
into the great Round of Being, and fmiles at the
orconfequential Part himfelf bears in it ; he fpreads
before his enlarged Mind what it can comprehend
of Eternity, and he findg the Pericd allotted to his
Life at the utmoft Extent fo inconfiderable, that,
if taken away, the Gap could. not be difcerned :
What trifling then, to be in Care whether it be
continued through a Part mcre or a Part lefs of a
Whole, ‘'which is fo very pear a Nothing !

There may be Circumftarces under which it
were a Matter of lefs Pain, than in others to part
with this painted Bubble : The Child may be more
refigned that the floating Film'fhould burft, ‘when
only Dirt and Stones aré,:refleéted .from it, than
when it’s glittering Snrface is painted with Palaces
ard Equipage: But didhe confider that the very
Breath which raifes it, may fhake it into nothing;
did he know that uninjured by Accidents, that pre-
fe i With the molt fervile AfRduity, if .raifed to

udieft Afppearance, it could not laft above a
up,he_nt Janger, how would be laugh at his own
Cares. . The. Be%car shay fobmit with.Eafe to lofe
his' Beiog, becaulc it- affords. him no Indulgence ;

t even with the Monarch, what more’, can be
the real Value of that which has no Perthanency ?

Torn from 7 rifipg Fortane { —— What a Soand !
To be fnatched, w%:e;thrown off from the Stage
of Being, juft when a Coutfe of tedious Preparation
¥as ripening into Reward |-——How aggravating -
the Citcumtance {——There may be Engagements
EBearer, more-interefling yet tothe bunian Heart.
All thefe are. migel Vet fuch s she Power of
preling to an Acquaintence with the moft diftafte-
ful Obﬁe&s, that could-Iilcave one Orphan hippy,
é could fubmit .to all’ the reft withoat & Loak of
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We know, the maft unitformed smong. us is
not ignorant: f; it;-that this js not the laft-Period
of our Exifience.;, The Phantom: Death, which
gives .us-Entrante /to  Bternity, eslipfes the Radi-*
ance of that glorjousQbje& bebind his ownOpague

10d ‘ugly Form ;-he' difcourages’ the  Enquiry, by
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the Means thro® which be gives it to be profecated;

and till we find it neceflary, we never thiok it eli.’

gible to look him in the Face. Till either by a
natural or forced Courage we walk op to his De-
mefnes, we are not in the Point of View to com.

rehend the gloriom.Landfcape which extends

hind him. Security leads to a Negligence of all
that may concern us; while the Fabric is entire
we look on it as oae continued whole ; and pay
po Regard to what we are told of it’s Stru@ure :
Whea 1t is difturbed ; when but one Wheel of the
complex Movement is out of order, we fee it as it
is.  We then feel an altuaticg and enlivenirg
Something, whofe own Senfations affure it that 1t
is immortal, breaking it's ‘Way from that Prifon,
we had once thought a Palace, and we hardly with
to flop it’s meditated Flight. K

When the living Stream, that once flowed placid
thro® it’s lhoufang

Courfe, or burtt it’s Confines; when Languors
feize the fluttering Source of Life; when the faint
Limbs forget their Obedience to the Will. and
feem no longer Parts of the Machine ; when {wim
ming Eyes, when Giddinefs and Infenfation even
at the Seat of Reafon play with the Mind; when
the invigorating Organs that fhould fan the vital
Flame perform but half their Office, and threaten
it’s Extinétion ; when the chill Horror of the ap-
proaching Enemy courfes along each Fibre, fhivers
about the Heart, and gingles in every Pore; when
inftant Difl>lation prefents itfelf not to the Reafon
only, but to the Senfations : *Tis then we recol.
le&t the Union: Then we recogniz: the thoufand
Traces we-have before carelefly p:ffed over in the
Search; we feel within a nobler Principle than fuch
as can be capable of Decays, and we grow weary
of the Load of fuffering Earth with which it has
been clogged. We now look forward to that
Country, whence we fhall not be torn; we fee
ourfelves in an Exiftence capable of no farther
Change; and is tnere any Thing, except our
Crimes, that can prevent oug. eagerelt Defires of
entering on it; of pafling thro® a Period of ‘Infen-
fibility, rather than of Puin, into a State in which
we claim our Place among Superior Beings |

On fuch plain and unrefined, and therefore on
true Reafons,.is built the Expe®ation, which, in
the Wife and Innocent, takes the Place of that
which, in others, is the Dread of Death. When
we cenfider the combined Struure urder which
we pafs our prefent State, we cry out with Dawid,
1 am fearfully ard acenderfully made! When we
dart the Signt forward into Eternity ; when we
contemplate the pure Form urder which we are to
erjoy it’s Pleafures, there is no Form of Words
that can exprefs the Expe@ation ; but he who gave
us Beirg to erjoy, has alfo prepared us for it, by
an infelt tho’ inexpreflible Conception.

0 PARIS, Fune 12,
THE King having declared that he would
appoint a Council, that fhould examine and
report to him the Affairs that have occafion’d the
Remonftrances of the Parliament, his Majefty has

accordingly jult eftablithed one, which confifts of |

fix Ecclefiaftics, and fix Laymen. : ‘
“There is much Talk bere of a Petition fign’d by
20 Bifhops, excepting apainft all fecular Judges'in
Ecclefiaftical Affairs. Thofe Bifhops in the faid
Pezition-appeal to and claim the King’s Authority,
and implore Juftice aguinft the Parliament: But
the_Parliament is not in the leaft ftagger’d or dif-
concerted by their Intrigues and Cabals,. - The Gth
IoRant, all ‘the Chambers being aflembled, : they
ordered Informations to be filed, touching @ Deni-
al of-the ‘Bacrameats to- the' Recorder of Francis
Alain, by the Curate of Allery, in ‘the Dioceft of
-Amiens, and for a Denial of tne Extreme UnQion
16 Mifs dn Fofle of Abbeville. . ‘At the fame Tinie
they.ordéred a \Writ of Arreft, ‘and an Jaformation

sgaink’ the:Chaphain of Chambry, in.the Diocefe

. thoufand Rivulets,.throbs and.|..
trembles in every Channel, threatening to ftop it’s |

of Sens, for a Refufal of the Sacraments, and for
fome Remarks he wrote on a Licenfe a certain
Perfon had to confefs to the Capuchins of Joigny.
The King’s Advocate and Attorney were alfo en-
join’d to examine the Breviary of Amiens, to the
End that, on their Report, Refolutions may be
taken on this Subje& within the Month,

The 7:h the faid Advocate and Attorrey repair-
ed to Court, and laid before the King the Pro-

ceedings of th: Parliament againft the Curate of °

St. Theobald of Joigny, and his Vicar, and the
Curates of St. George at Avbeville, and of Cham-
bry." The King, in receiving the Papers, faid to
them, I avill caufe thefe mav Informations to be
examincd in my Coxncil, ard fhall let my Parlia-
ment knoav sy Intention om the Subjel2 of them.
Which Acfwer was laid before the Chambers on
the g'h.

P?zri.r, June 19. The Petition lately prefented
to his Majefty by the Deputies of the Clergy con-
filed principally of three Articles: 1. T'hat no
Layman fhould be a Member of the Commifion
which was to be ereéted for the Decifion of religi-
ous Contentions. 2. That Parliaments fhould be
debarr’d from ever taking Cognizance of fpiritual
Matters. 3. That the Parliament fhould make a
formal Sanusfa&ion and Reparation to the moft ve-
nerable Archbifhop of Paiis, for having prefumed,
in their laft Remonflrance to the King, to brand
him with the Appellation of an Abettor of Schilm,
an Incendiary of the Church, &c.

Laft Week the Parliament took into Confidera-
tion the feveral Informations relating to Denials of
Sacraments, particularly againft the Pricft of Troyes
in Champaign, who, and rot ’til boggling a long
Time, adminiftered the Sacrament to two Gentle-
women who were kneeling at the Altar, with this
thocking Expreflion, There it is; but 1 give it ta
you as our Lerd Fofus Chrift gave it to Judas. Be-
ing brought here to give an Accountof his Reafons
for fuch a Behaviour, he has been condemned in
3oco Livres Damages to the two Gentlewomen,

100 Livres to the Poor, and to do public Penarce .

in the Parliament Hall.

Paris A la main, Fuly 7. In the laft Affembly
of Parliamert the Queftion was propofed to be put,
Whether the Corftitation Urigenitus is a Rule of
Faith, or not, and to have it determined by a Na-
tional Council : If it is judged to be a Rule of
Faith, the Parliament will conform thereto; but,
if on the contrary, it fhould not be judged a'Rule
of Faith, they will continue to purfue, with: the
utmoft Rigour of the Law, all Ecclefiaftics who
condu& themfelves in a fcandalous Manner. The
Parliament has iffued feveral new Decrees sgainft
different Ecclefiaftics, and fent a Copy of the Pro-
ceedings to the King.

Extra&l of a fdnr Srom Paris, July 7.

¢ The Deputies of the Clergy, that lately wait-
ed on the King, were the Archbifhops of Aix and
Sens, and. the Bihops of Lnn%cs and Bayeux:
The Archbifhop of Aix made a fhort Harangue to
his Majefty in prefenting the Petition formerly
mentioned, which is drawn up in Oppofition to
the Proceedings of the Parliaments of the Kingdom :

-The King took the Petition, ard only faid, T5a¢

be avculd take dut Care of Religien.
Mott People are extremely difgufted at the Con-

du& of the:Archbifhop of this Metropolis, efpeci- -

ally on Account of the Letter de Cachet which he
obtained againft the Re@or of St. John in Greye,
for offeting to jultify himfelf before the Parlisment.

Even the Friends of this Prelate condemn him, and
are grieved <o fee him under the Guidance of fome .

hot headed ¢ Pricfts, who abufe the Confidence he
puts in them, and hurry him into Meafures whith

thaps he‘would never dream of, were he'not.

urred  on :by Men capable of .taking; Delight in
) mchm::holyy a Scene as that .of lhzi'i'krgy and
the Parliament at Daggers-drawing, Hence it is
that ignorant, bair-brained Parifh Priefls feck Op-
portunjties to get themfelves talked of. They
want to geta ling
. a

\ame at any Rate, never refledting -




